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Jamdhade, Chambhars - Satpute; and Rokade among Bhils. 

There are Maruti, Mahadev, and Ganapati temples, and 
a mosque. Shiva and Ganapati temples are built in brick 
with stone plinths and having no decoration. These temples 
are all new. Other monuments are only Samadhi stones 


(Described in Chapter III P- 267 }. 


Chincholi 
Chincholi village is six miles to the west of Parner 
and has fragments of ancient sculpture, the most notable 
10 


being a seven headed cobra or naga on a grave-stone. 


Devalgaon 
Devalgaon is eight miles to the north of Shrigonda 


and the only antiquarian object remaining there is an old 
dd 


well belonging to the 13th century. 


Dhergaon 


This village is sixteen miles north-west of Karjat, 
has a ruined Yadava temple of Maliikarjuna, with four well 
carved pillars adorned with cobras on the capitals. This 

12 


temple belongs to the 14th century. 


Dhoke 


Dhoke village is twelve miles north of Parner, has, 


10 B.G., op-cit., p. 714. 


1l See 'Taklibhan' for description of Hemadpanti or 
Yadava style wells. 


12 Naik. ov.cit.. pn. 296. 


The population of the village is 1600, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is aher. 
Others are Pisal, Gadekar, Kanhore and Bhor. among Mahars, 
Gaikwad, Kharat and Shinde. 

There are temples dedicated to Vitthal, Shiva and 
Maruti, but they are newly built. Other monuments are, 

a fragmentary Gaja-Lakshmi St¢le a hero stone of 18th 
century date and a greatly corroded Shiva-Parvati — 


murti. 


Ghotan 
Ghotan is six miles to the north of Shevgaon. In the 

centre of the village, there is a temple of Mahadev, which 

belongs to first aiatt a the thiveseien century. It isa 


three shrined temple. 


Gondhegaon 


Gondhegaon is in Nevase taluka and there are three 
Hemadpanti temples and a well at this place. They belong 


to the fourteenth century. 


Gurav-Pimpri 
It is eight miles north of Karjat. Here is a Hemad- 
panti temple of Pimpreshvar Mahadev. The temple belongs to 


1 
the fourteenth century. 


L6 Ibid., p. 287. 
17 Ibid., p. 296. 
18 Ibid., p. 296. 
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the west of the donated village Rajapur, which is mentioned 
as Arjunondikagrama. Dr. Burgess had suggested this 
identification of Ar junondikagram; with Rajapur. 

The population of the village is 1500, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Kadlaga, 
and others are Surve, Waman, Naikwadi, Korde Kadlag. Among 
Mahars Salve and Bansode; Mangs, Jamdade; Dhangars - Laware 
and Adabhai, Chambhars - Ile and Rokade among Bhils. 

The village is situated on a high mound on the bank 
of the said river and on the other bank, there is & mound. 
The name of the village is Javale-Kadiag at present and it 
seems from the identification that Javale is the original 
village, which must have been now deserted and Kadlag family 
have inhabited the existing village and called it as dJavale- 
Kadlag, on the other bank. The river also had a small 
curve here. 

There are Shiva, Maruti, Rama, Bahiroba and Vevi tem- 
ples. iixcept Shiva temple, none is old. Other monuments 
are naga-stones, hero-stones, and Samadhi stones, as Fig. 
in Chapter III. 

O 
Jorwe 

Jorwe is a small village on the north bank of the 
Pravara river, five miles east of Sangamner. It has been 
identified withJuharave-grama mentioned in an inscription 


22 
of the Yadava king Irammadeva Saka 1020. This village is 


22 Patwardhan, P.N. "Advi Cp. Pl." B.1.S.M.C., 3,1.,3. 
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to the south-west of the donated village Kokanegr&ma and 
included in sangamner Chouryaaishi. There is a mound bear- 
ing the remains of a chalcolithic culture. (referred to 
later in Chapter III). 

The population of the village is 2875, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Ingale, 
others are Thorat, Dighe, Kolhe, Jadhav. Among Mahars - 
Gaikwad, Mangs ~ Balsane, Chambhars - Waghchoure, Uhangars - 
Tope. 

There are temples dedicated to Maruti, Vithal, Datta, 
Ganapati and Mahadev, but none of them is old. 

O 
Kalas 

Kalas is twelve miles to the west of Sangamner on the 
bank of Pravara and on the slope of a small hill called 
Konjira. This village has been identified with Kalasa, 
mentioned in an inscription of the Yadava king Bhillama III 
Saka gu8.*? This is the donated village which is on the 
bank of Payodhara river. The other villages mentioned as 
its boundaries are, to the south Tamraprastara, and Thiiha to 
the west. The identification can be accepted as the river 
Pravara must be the old Payodhara. There is Thugaon to the 
west, which was once Ththa. 

The population of the Budruk Kalas is 1049, and that 
of Khurd is 450, which includes several communities. ‘The 
surname of the patil is Dhage, others are Waghchoure, Pawale, 
Bhusari, Shinde and Choudhari. Among Mahars ~ Gawande, 


Chambhars - Chavan, and Bhils - Jadhav. 
a ee ee 


23 Fleet J.F., "Kalas Budruk plates of thillama III", 
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There are Shiva, Vitthal, Rama, Devi, Biroba, and 
Maruti temples, except Shiva, all others are new. The Shiva 
temple has been recently discovered as it was buried. (Je- 
tails of the Shiva temple are given in Chapter III). Other 


monuments are naga-stones, and Samadhi-stones. 


Kar jat 


Karjat is twentyone miles east by south of Srigonda. 
There are three temples. They are Mahadev, Nagoba, and 
Mallikarjuna. These temples belong to the latter half of the 
2k 


thirteenth century. 


Kasare 

This village is to the south of Kopargaon at a distance 
of ten miles. Just near the village is a smali stream on . 
whose bank is a es foundation, where Bhairavanath 
temple existed. 

26 

Kalegaon 

Kalegaon is twenty-two miles to the south-east of Nevasa. 
In the nearby jungles some four miles off is a ruined temple 
belonging to the llth century. It is on the banks of the 
river Pravara and stands on the Rama-doha. There is also a 
headless stone image of Vithoba, about three feet tall, 


found in debris. 


24 Cousens H., op.cit., p. 58 and Naik, op.cit., p. 291. 
25 B.G., opecit., p. 721. 


26 Ansari and Sankalia, Indian archaeology, a Review, 
1955-58, pe 13° 
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Limpangaon 

Limpangaon is five miles to the south of Shrigonda, 
has a Hemadpanti ery of Siddheshvar Mahadev. ‘Iwo slabs 
lie near the temple one with a cobra. This Siddheshvar 
temple is one of the fair examples of the architecture of the 


5 
latter half of the thirteenth century in the Deccan. 


Malegaon 

It is six miles north-west of Kopargaon, and here are 
the remains of two Hemadpanti temples. 
oO 
Manoli 

Manoli is situated eight miles to the east of Sangamner, 
on the slope of a hill known as Nembai. This village has 
been identified with Maniyavali-grama, mentioned in an in- 
scription of the Yadava king — Saka vee It is 
included in Sangamner-Chouryaaishi and to the south of the 
granted village Kokanegrama. 

The population of the village is 900, which includes 
several communities. The name of the patil is Shinde and 
others are Thosar, Pachore, Bendre, Bhagwat and Chavan. Among 
Mahars - Parad; Mangs - Pawar; Dhangars - Sabale, and Cham- 


bhars - Waghchoure. 


34 Cousens, op.cit., p. 58. 
35 Naik, op.cit., p. 292. 


36 Patwardhan, op.cit. 
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The village was once surrounded by a wall. There are 
Maruti, Biroba, Vithoba and Ganapati temples, but none of 
them is old. Other monuments are hero-stone, Naga-stone, 

amd BAVI 
and stone-storage jar. As at Waphale in sholapur district 
(Chapter III, Photo No.2 Pl.xxx") Naga stone is simple of the 
first type described in Chapter III. There are Shiva linga 
and small eroded images all preserved in a temple antaral. 
(See Photo No. 2). 
ieee 

Mendhavane is situated at a distance of twelve miles 
north-east of Sangamner, on a tableland. This has been 
identified with Mesipaniya, mentioned in an inscription of 
the Yadava king Irammadeva Saka 1020.7" The village is 
included in Sangamner Chouryaaishi and to the north-east of 
the granted village Kokanezrama. 

The population of the village is 630, which includes 
several communities. Vanjari community forms a big majority. 
The surname of the patil is Badhe, others are Kale, Uapase, 
and Gore. Among Mahars ~- Bhosale; Mangs ~ Shide; Chambhars - 
Dhaktode. 

The village was once surrounded by a wall around it. 
There are Maruti and Shiva temples but they are not old. 


Other monuments are hero-stones, nandi and a deepa-mala. 


37 Patwardhan, op.cit. 
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Mirajgaon 
Mirajgaon is thirty-two miles south-east of Ahmad- 


nagar. The village is situated on the bank of the Dukari 
river. This place is identified with Miriyathana mentioned 
in an inscription of the Rashtrakuta king Govind III Saka 
ein This village is to the west of the granted village 
Rattajuna presently called as Ratanjan; and both these places 
are included in Rasiyanabhukti, a district the headquarters 
of which was Rasin, i.e. ancient R&siyana. 

The population of the village is 5000, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Savant. 
Others are Tanpure, Nimbalkar, Zarkar, Ranadive, Khetmalas 
and Kalavade. Among Mahars - Ghodke, Gaikwad, Kadam; 

Mangs - Sakat, Hiwale; Chambhars - Trimbake, Buddhivant; 
Dhangars - Kedari. 

There are Shiva, Gopal-krishna, lama, Bbhavani-devi, 
Maruti, Jagadamba and Balaji temples. Of these only the 
Shiva temple is old. In the village ‘there is a Gadhi. Other 
monuments are a Jaina image and Sati-stone, hero-stone and 
broken pieces of Linga and Nandi. 

9 
Nevasa 

Nevasa is situated on both the banks of the river 

Pravara, at a distance of 36 miles north-east of Ahmednagar. 


This has been identified with “Nidhivasa Khahpanaka" as 


38 Kielhorn F., “Radhanpur plates of Govind III Saka- 
Sahvat 730", E.l. 6.239. 


a9 
well as Nidvase mentioned in an inscription of the Yadava 
king RKamachandradeva, Saka 1200. 
The antiquities of Nevasa have been recorded and 


published, and hence they are not included here. 


Parner 

Perner is twenty miles south-west of Ahmednagar. Here 
is a temple, at the meeting of two small streams, known as 
cangameshvar or Trimbakeshvar. Also to the east of the 
Nagar gate, is an old temple of Naganath, i.e. Mahadev. 
The temple enclosure has a large well containing a stone 
inscription dated 1093 ioe 1015). The temples belong to 


the fourteenth century. 


Pedgaon 

Pedgaon is eight miles south of Shrigonda, on the north 
bank of the Bhima. Pedgaon has four ruined Hemadpanti tem- 
ples of Baleshvar, Lakshmi-Narayan, Mallikarjun, and Rameshvar. 
Of the five temples, the temple of Lakshmi-Narayan is most 
profusely decorated both within and without, and its outer 
walls are thickly covered with image sculpture. The pillars 
of this temple are of a different type from those at Ambar- 


nath and Balsane, having a new feature introduced, which is 


39 Dikshit M.G., Selected Inscriptions from Maharashtra, 91 
and Sankalia and Mate, Antiquities of Nevasa. 


40 Naik, op.cit., p. 296. 


KU 
fourteenth centuries, this a have been an extremely 
prosperous place. The whole of the present village and its 
vicinity are litered with ruins of all sorts. Some of the 
most noteworthy are as follows : 

(1) Ruins of a huge reservoir, with an earthen bund 
thrown around two of its sides. Flights of stone steps 
were built on thebund. Today it is absolutely dry. in and 
around the flight of steps are built up various fragments 
of images. Apart from the pieces of ornamental sculpture, 
consisting of human figures etc. there is a huge image 
about 4' x 2' of a Sheshshai image of Vishnu. The face is 
disfigured but otherwise the image is intact. The style of 
the sculpture suggests the 12-13th centuries as the period 
of ite origin. 

(2) Leaving the reservoir and approaching towards the 
village one comes upon an old well. It is square on plan, 
steps descend into the well from the middle of each side. 
Between the ground level and water is a kind of platform 
on which the stairs land. From this platform steps descend 
to the water. This platform is covered with a roof con- 
structed of flat slabs of stones, and supported by stone 
pillars and beams. The pillars are in some cases highly 
ornate and belong to the best Yadava order. The central 
blocks are decorated with Kirtimukhs while the brackets are 
adorned by nagafigures. The nitches in this verandah are 
various images dating back to the same period. Of these, 


two are of Kalyan-sundara, one of Brahmadeva (with three 


bg 


this comes to the north of the granted village Arjunondika 

- now called as Rajavur, and it was a group of three villages 
out of which two are deserted wadis. This village is situated 
on the slope of the hills called as Darya and Mali. It was 
once surrounded hy a wall built of stone and mud. 

The population of the village is 993, which includes 
saveral communities. The surname of the patil is Sonewene, 
others are all Sonawane. Among Mahars - Jadhav and Kharat, 
Mangs - Avahad, and Dhangars - Bhand. 

There are Shiva, Maruti, and Vithota temples end a 
Pir of the Muslims , but none of them is old. Other monuments 


are hero-stones and Sati-stones. 


Wadgaon is situated at a distance of five miles to the 
east of Sangamner. This has been identified with Vadgavagrama 
mentioned in an inscription of the Yadava king Irammadeva 


36 This is included in Sangamner Chouryaaishi and 


Saka 1020. 
to the west of the granted villace Kokanegrams. 

The vopulation of the villace is 2500, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is More, others 
are Thorat, Jadhav, Kashid, Nigote, Kute and Jondhale. among 
Mahars - Gaikwad, Mangs - Adhava, Chambhars - Waghehoure, 
Dhangars Oval and Bhand. 


The temples are Vithoba, Maruti, Shiva and Ganapati. 


They are built in Maratha period. 


58 Patwardhan, op.cit. 
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Shadgeon 
Raver 
Bhoxaridicear 
Changadev 
Bdalabad 
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fondapur 
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Vadgaon 
#agheli 
Vaibhale 
Varkhedi 
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The Mahadev temple or Maheshvar temple belongs to 
12th century at By the side of the temple are the 
thickly scattered ruins which consists of temples, a tank, 
wells, mathas, stone-walls and lofty bastions. 

The Bhavani temple is at the upper end of the valley, 
but it has been rebuilt from the material of an older tem- 
ple. There is the inscription which fixes its date to be 
13th weeks.” 

The present village is seven miles from Chalisgaon 
to the south and has no remains. Other monuments are 
images of Nag-dev, Shiva and Vishnu. For Nara-devi,see Pl. i 
Photo no.2. 

Pimpalgaon Budruk 

It is ten miles south-east of Pachora, has a temple 
of Hari-Hareshvar standing at the junction of the Bahula 
and Dabba streams about a mile south of y village. The 


temple belongs to the fourteenth century. 


Pimperkheda 
This village is six miles to the north east of Bhadgaon 
on the Erandol Road has a ruined temple of Pareshvar hiaha- 
30 


dev, with a ruined reservoir. 
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27 Naik A.V., op.cit., p. 242. 


28 Kielhorn F., "Patna inscription of the time of the 
Yadava Singhana and his feudatories Soideva and 
Hemadideva", E.1l., 1.341. 


29 Naik A.V.,op.cit., p. 296. 
30 B.G., YOlexttsy, 466. 


Pitalkhora Caves 

Just to the south of Chalisgaon at a distance of 
thirteen miles, there are caves Buddhist and brahmanical, 
some of which belong to 25U B.C. to 200 B.C. . 

@) 

Pohree 

Pohree known as Pohare is fourteen miles to the north 
of Chalisgaon on the bank of Narali river. This has been 
identified with Pokhari mentioned in an inscription of the 
Yadava King Ramadeva Saka 1199.7" This identification does 
not seem to be correct as all the places mentioned in the 
grant are in Bhir District and on the bank of Godavari river, 
i.e. at a great distance from this village. 

the population of the village is 2471, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Suryavamshi 
and others are Sonavane, Ahirrao and Jadhav. Among Mahars ~ 
More and Pagare, Chambhars - Deore, Sonavane, Bhils - Wagh, 
Sonavane, Kolis - Sonavane. 

There are Maruti, Shiva, and Vitthal temples. Of these 
the Shiva temple is an old one. Other monuments are Samadhis, 


images of Ganapati, and pieces of Linga and Nandi. 


31 Fergusson and Burgess, op.cit., p. 
32 Deshpande M.N., Ancient india No. 15. 
33 Mirashi, op.cit. 
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Rajuri 

Rajuri is ten miles to the south east of Pachora, by 
the side of river Utawali-Bavali. This has been identified 
with Rajaura mentioned in an inscription of the Rashtrakuta 
King Govind III Saka og It is one of the boundary 
village that are to the west of the donated village. There 
is a mound in Khurd Rajuri. 

The population of the village is 217 (both included). 
the surname of the patil of the village is Sable, Borase, 
Khairnar and Loni. Among Mahars - Kamale, Bhils - Sonawane. 
The people belong to the Bhil and Gopal castes. 

There are Maruti, Mari-Aie and Pir temples, but none 
of them is old. Other monuments are pieces of a linga and 
a nandi. To the west of the village there is a plinth of 
a Shiva temple built in bricks. It is not decorated, but the 
size of the bricks is quite large i.e. 16" x 10" x 3", however, 


no ruins worth recording now remain. 


Ravad-Chincholi 
Ravad Chincholi is twelve miles to the south of Bhusaval 


and has a well preserved Hemadpanti temple of Mahadev. 


Sangameshvar 
Sangameshvar is fifteen miles to the north east of 


34 Khare, op.cit. 
35 B.G., Vol. XII, 468 and Revised Lists. 
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Jyotiba Hill 
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Mudshingi 
Narande 
Panhala 
Pandavdara 
Panhala Caves 
Rukdi 
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Yelvati Fort 
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Ambe 

Ambe is twenty-five miles to the north of Nasik on 
the road to Kalvan, on the bank of Unanda river. This has 
been identified with Amva(mba)ka (Ambaka) gra@ma mentioned 
in an inscription of the kashtrakuta King Govinda III, 

Saka 730. 

This is the village donated by the king, when he was 
halting at Mayirkhandi. This village is included in Vata- 
nagara Visaya i.e. Vani, belonging to the Nasik Desa. The 
boundaries of the village are on the east the village of 
Vadavura grama, on the south the village of V&arikheda gr&ma, 
on the west the village of Pallitavada grama, and the river 
Pulindad nadi, and on the north the village of Padmanala 
grama. 

The population of the village is 1150, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Vadaje. 
Others are Gaikwad, Matere, Soundare, Ubale and Palkhede. 
Among Mahars - Gangurde; Chambhars - Vetal and Suryavamshi; 
Kolis - Page, Dhule and Gaware; Vanjaris - Shinde. 

There are two temples dedicated to Maruti and Shiva, 


but they are new. 


1 Fleet J.F., "Sanskrit and old Kanarese inscriptions" 
J.-A. 11.159. 


Ambegaon 
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Ambegaon is thirteen miles to the west of Dindori, 
has a Hemadpanti temple of Mahadev forty feet by thirty-six 
feet, the roof and portions of the walls have fallen, but 


they are richly covered with sculptures. 


Anjaneri 

The village of Anjaneri is situated on the eastern 
slope of Anjani hill, about fourteen miles west of Nasik. 
Just below the village, in the plain, scattered over an 
area of about half a square mile, there have been innumer- 
able small anges.” On one of the temples with Jaina 
figures there is a Sanskrit Lamesiaition. dated 1140, record- 
ing the grant of the income of some shops to the Jaina temple 
by a vani minister of the Yadava ruler Seundev III. The 
shrines have been dedicated to various deities, the more 
important being Jaina, two Vaishnava and the rest Shaiva. 
These temples belong to — half of the 12th century, as can 


be seen from their style. 


Ankai-Tankai 


Ankai and Tankai hills are to the east of Nasik and 


2 B.G., Vol. XVI, p. 416. 
3 Cousen H., Mediaeval temples of the Dakhan, p. 43. 


4 Wilson J., Journal of the Bombay Branch of Hoyal 
Asiatic Society III (1850). 


Naik, A.V., "Structural Architecture of the Deccan", 
N.I.A., Vol. Ix, Nos. 7-12, Pe 232. 
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twelve miles south-east of Chandvad. The western hill is 
called Ankai and is crowned by the ruins of what had been 

a very strong Maratha hill-fort within the area of which 

are some Brahmanical caves. To the north-east of it is 

the Tankai hill, on the south face of this hill, is a group 

of Jaina caves. Below them is the now almost deserted village 
Ankai. The caves at Ankai are bBrahmanical and belong to 10th 
or lith century. Seven caves from the same place are Jaina 
and from the inscription on one of them, it is ial aaa 


that they belong to the eleventh or twelfth century. 


Bho japur 


Bhojapur is ten miles south of Sinnar, and has a tem- 


ple of Khandoba cut in the rock in the hill fort. 


Chambhar-lena. 

The iitiidiacsiag.” hill lies a few miles north-west 
from Nasik, and contains a few excavations. They are Jaina - 
late work of the llth or 12th century, or it may be sven 


later, cut in a coarse porus rock. 


Chandvad 
Chandvad is on the Agra Road, forty miles north-east 


of Nasik. To the south-west of the town immediately outside 


6 Fergusson J. and Burgess J. The cave temples of 
India, pp. 480, 508. 


7 Burgess J. and Cousen H., Kevised lists, Vol.VIII,p.5l. 


8 Fergusson J andBurgess J,,op.cit. li93- 
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the gateway is a Hemadpanti temple and a eis To the 
north-east of the town is a temple of Renukadevi, cut in 

the rocky side of the Rahud pass. To the west of the fort 
and east of the town, is a rock-cut temple in the form of a 
deep apse. It has Jaina sculptures, and is now dedicated 

to Kalika Devi. The temple of Renuka Devi is a modern build- 
ing but in the courtyard, there are two wooden 4... 
worshipped under the names of Kharujali and Mahamari. an 
examination of them shows that they are ntoman Catholic 
images, probably taken from some old ruined church in about 


11 
Salsette. The Hemadpanti temple belongs to the l4th century. 


Chousale 
12 
Chousale is eight miles north-west of Vani, and there 


is a group of unusually large memorial stones. 


Chincholi 

Chincholi is eleven miles south-east of Nasik on the 
Godamba River. This place has heen identified with Cinculi- 
grama mentioned in an inscription of the Yadava King Seunacandra 
of Saka go.” The inscription records the grant of this ‘ 


Cinculigrama and said to be one of the twelve villages in the 


9 B.G. Vol. XVI, p. 430. 
10 Cousen H., opecit., p. 49. 
ll Naik A.V., op.cit., p. 296. 
12 B.G. Vol. XVI, p. 662. 


13 Pandit Bhagwanlal Indraji, "A new Yadava dynasty, 
Passein Cp. P1.", I.A. 12.120. 
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Sinhi division. Its boundaries have been defined rather 
elaborately in the grant, as follows :; 
Bast : Slope of a hill; South-east a stream flowing northwards; 
South : Cincaéla pond, Southwest hills; Northwest nil; North- 
hills taking their name from the Sindhi village; North-east 
the Nigudiyala pond of the Mahuya village and Sevai. The 
village has changed the original habitation and has moved 
northwards. 

The population of the village is 987, which includes 
several communities. The name of the patil is Sanap, who 
is Vanjari by caste. Others are Nawale, Landge, Ugale and 
Sangale. <All these are Vanjaris. dade is the surname of 
Maratha community. Among backward communities, Mahars - 
Bhole and Salve; Chambhars - Pawar; Bhils - Barde and Bhor. 

There are temples dedicated to Maruti, Devi, Gawali- 
baba, Mhasoba, but are newly built. To the south of the 
village, at a distance of a mile is a Shiva Hemadpanti temple 
in a ruined condition. Other monuments are images of Nandi, 
Linga, hero-stones, nag stones. There is also a big pond. 

14 

Chikalvohol 

Chikalvohol is ten miles north-east of Malegaon. A 
quarter of a mile to the south is a large pond and an old 
Hemadpanti temple thirty-seven feet by twenty two, with carved 


pillars. 


— 


1h B.G. Vol. XVI, p. 431. 


19° 


rather vague in the inscriptions themselves. Some speak 

of Mayirkhandi as the "victorious camp" of the king, while 
others say that the grant was issued when the king was 
settled at Maylirkhandi. The place has been identified with 
Morkhind a hill fort in the Nasik district, some eleven miles 
north of Vani. The identification was challenged by Prof. 
Mirashi and Shri L. R. Kulkarni, on the grounds that this fort 
contained no antiquarian remains whatever. Buhler had in the 
meanwhile, expressed some doubt regarding the identification 
for Morkhind Fort because according to him Indian princes did 
not usually govern their domain from isolated hills. Prof. 
Mirashi has suggested that this difficulty could easil: be 
overcome if Maytrkhandi is identified with Markindi a place 
now almost deserted on the banks of the river Wainaganga to 
the east of Chanda in Berar. Cunningham's report of his 
findings at the place lend some support to the latter pro- 
position. Cunningham had discovered at that place a group of 
some dozen temples ranging from the 9th to the llth centuries 


and some fragmentary inscriptions which on palaeographic 


“Footnote continued from previous page. 
Mirashi and Kulkarni, ‘*Ajanvati Co.Pl. of Govind III", 
Bul. ye. 


Khare, "Mandal Cp. Pl. of Govind III", BISMQ, 
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grounds he assigned to the 6th and 7th centuries. About the 
complete absence of any habitation mounds formed by the 
ruins of the 'capital' of the Govinda III, the explanation 
advanced by Prof. Mirashi is that the river might have, 
washed off whatever remains there were. 

The places mentioned in the Anjanvati Cp. Pl. have 
been identified with villages around Markhindi in serar 
of the places mentioned in three copper plates and falling 
within Ahmadnagar, Jalgaon and Nasik districts. The 
author has visited most of the places; and the findings have 
been recorded at the suitable places. In general it can be 
said that all these places show remains like hero-stones, 
Gaja-Lakshmi steles confirming their identification. 

It would be worthwhile to examine the several aspects 
of the case. in the first place the expectation that a fort 
would contain any ancient remains is contrary to common ex- 
perience. Forts are spots selected for their strategic import- 
ance and each successive political power brings under its 
control these strongholds. ‘here are instances like the 
forts at Vaulatabad, Shivaneri or Panhala, which are known 
to have been headquarters of princely dynasties from tne 9th 
or lUth centuries or even earlier, but which give no trace 
whatsoever of their occupation for such a long period of time. 
secondly it would be more proper for a prince as warlike as 
Covind III to wakes his headquarters at Morkhind fort from 
where he would be in a position to control the routes from the 


Deccan to the north. The author therefore is of the opinion 


There are Maruti, Bhavani and Shiva temples, but none 
of them is old. Other monuments are nandi-stones, and hero- 
stones. 

O 
Sinde 

Sinde is nine and half miles south-east of Nasik, on 
the bank of the river Godamba. This has been identified 
with Sindi village mentioned in an inscription of the Yadava 
King Seunachandra Saka 991. The king granted the village 
Cinculigrama from Sinhi division of twelve villages; while 
specifying the boundaries of the donated village, Sindi is 
mentioned as belonging to the north, with the hill slopes 
belonging to Sindi village and a banyan tree. 

The population of the village is 1716, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Tungar, and 
others are Jadhav, Borade, Mate, Sable and Kakad. Among 
Mahars - Jadhav and Salve; Mangs - Sathe; Chambhars - Pawar; 
Bhils - Pawar; and Kolis - Gangurde. 

Of the temples Maruti, Dattatreya, Munja and Shiva none 
is old. The village was once surrounded by a defending wall, 
the remains of which are lying around. Other monuments are 


Samadhis and a deepmala. 


Sinnar 


Sinnar is seventeen miles to the south-east of Nasik. 


27 Pandit Bhagwanlal Indraji,op.cit. 


It is situated on a "triveni sangama" that is, on the con- 
fluence of the rivers Shiv, Dev and Sarasvati. Hence its 
importance is great and many temples have been built from an- 
cient times. The oldest temples are Aeshvar, Gondeshvar 
and Chitaleshvar. 

This village, now a town, is mentioned in various in- 
scriptions as follows : Sinhi division, Sindinagara, Sindi- 
nera, as belonging to Yadava King Seunachandra Saka a 
Rashtrakuta chieftain Karka Saka 701, and Bhillama III Saka 
948, respectively. According to tradition Sinnar was 
founded by a Gavali (Yadava) Chief Rav Shinguni about seven 
hundred years ago. His son Rav Govinda is supposed to have 
built the great temple of Gondeshvar. 

The population of the town is 16000, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Kale. 
Others are Bhase, Vaje, Chandak and Katyare. Among Mahars - 
Jadhav. 

The village was once surrounded by a kot wall having 


five gates. The oldest temples are as referred to above. 


29 
Trimbak 
Trimbak, the holy place, is twenty miles south-west of 
Nasik. Trimbak with Nasik is said to have been governed by 
a brother cf Ramachandra (1211-1308), the fifth of the Deva- 


giri Yadavas. 


28 Ibid. 
29 B.G. op-cit., p. 655. 
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Tringalvadi Fort 


It is six miles north-west of Igatpuri and four miles 
north of the Thal pass. It has several caves and a ruined 


temple of Brahmadev with a Sanskrit inscription dated A.D. 1344. 


VadgSOn-Pingale 


Vadgaon-Pingale is eleven miles south-east of Nasik on 
Sinnar road. A small rivulet named Darana flows one and 
half miles away from the village. The hills surrounding the 
village are called as Asundara, Hanumandara, Mohandara and 
Ghatidara. The habitation of the village had been changed 
and shifted to the east. This village has been identified 
with Vadagambha mentioned a inscription of the Yadava 
king Seunachandra Saka 991. The king donated the village 
Chinchuli gr&ma in Sinhi division of twelve villages while 
locating the boundaries, this village is mentioned as to 
the south-west. 2 

The population of the village is 1300, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Pingale, 
who is Brahmin. Others are Muthal, Harale, Sanap, Vinchu, 
Sahane and Shinde and Tanpure. Among Mahars - Bhawar, Mangs - 


Salve, Chambhars - Abhang, Bhils - Mali, Pawar and Bendkule. 


30 Ibid., p. 660. 
31 Pandit Bhagwanlal Indraji, op.cit. 
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There are temples dedicated to Vithoba, Maruti, but 
they are newly constructed. Other monuments are a Gaja- 


Lakshmi stele and five loose Linga and nandi pieces. 


Vani 

Vani is twenty-six miles to the north of Nasik on the 
bank of the river Deva. This has been identified with 
Vatanagarika and Vatanagara mentioned in two different in- 
scriptions. The first is, of the Rashtrakuta King Dhara- 
varsha Dhruvaraja, Saka 697, and, the other is of the King 
Govind III, Saka #30." King Dhruvaraja had a victorious 
' camp pitched near Sainkhavivaraka, when he granted the village 
of Lilagrama in the Vatanagarika eighty four. Lilégrama has 
been identified with Nilegavan in the Nasik district, end 
the other with Vani from the same district. Restrakuta 
King Govind III, when settled at MaytrkhandI granted the 
village of Ambakagrama which is included in the Vatenagara 
Vigaya belonging to the Nasika dega. 

The population of the town is 4500, which includes 
several communities. The surname of the patil is Thorat, 
others are Kad, Parakh, Godhade, Sonawane, Panasare and Aher. 
Among Mahars - Durdhavane, Gangurde; Chambhars - dotinga; 
Kolis - Pawar, Dhule and Barde. 

The temples dedicated to Shani, Maruti, Khanderao are 
newly built. Shiva temple is old. Other monuments are hero 
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stones, linga and Nandi stones and a Shiva-head. Mhere are 


'kundas! near Shiva temple. 


Varkhede 

Varkhede is twenty-three miles to the north of Nasik 
on the bank of the river Unanda. It is on the road which 
leads to Kalvan. The village has been identified with Vari- 
kheda mentioned in an inscription of the hashtrakuta King 
Govinda iil, Saka 730." The king donated the village Ambaka- 
grama, when settled at Mayirkhandi. This village is included 
in Vatanagara Visaya belonging to the Nasika deSa. While 
specifying the boundaries of the granted village, Varikheda 
is mentioned to the south and Pulinda nadi to the west. The 
river Pulinda must be Unanda. 

the population of the village is 1334, which includes 
several communities. ‘ithe surname of the patil is Uphade. 
Others are Padol, Bhusal, Thormise, Tadakhe, Ugale, Dushing, 
Sonawane and Thorat. Among Mahars - Gangurde; Mangs - Balsane, 
Este; Kolis - Gangode; Adivasis ~- Bhagare, Chambhars - Sagul 
and Gotishe. 

The temples are of Khandoba, Maruti, Devi, Pir-sahib, 
Lakshami, but none of them is old. shiva temple is old, 


which belongs to the 14th century. 
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List of Places in the 


POONA 
District 

1 Mankeshvar 21 Divle 41 Manchar 

2 hur 22 Pur 42 Khed 

3 Jivdhan 23 Parinche 43 Chakan 

4 Atle 24 Harni 44 Navalakh-Umbre 
5 Belhe 25 Walhe 45 Nanoli 

6 Bhimashankar 26 Tarde 46 Dehu 

7 Bovargiri 27 Dalimbe 47 Bhosari 

8 Karle 28 Bori 48 <Alandi Devachi 
9 Bhaja 29 Sindone 49 Kalas 

10 Bedasa 30 Supe 50 Bopakhel 

11 Urse 31 Roti 51 Dapodi 

12 Somatane 32 Karkamb 52 Jadhavwadi 

13. Bebadhole 33 Theur 53 Saswad 

14 Dhamne 34 Koregaon 54 Jejuri 

1§ Parandawadi 35 Khamgaon 55 aAlandi Chorachi 
16 Paud 36 Bhavarapur 56 Loni 

17 Pashan 37 Ranjangaon 57 Urali 

18 Baner 38 Pabal 58 Yavat 

19 Nigade 39 Junnar 59 Dhond 
20 Nasarapur 40 Ozar 60 Sirur 


Vir 


2 6 


only other object of antiquarian interest is the Shiva temple 

known as Chakreshvar. The temple is by no means very early, 

however, within its courtyard are found two sculptures which 

are practically unique. A huge crowned image of Varaha 

and a Kurma of large dimensions are the silent witnesses 

of a cultural tradition which probably goes back to the 9th 

or 10th century A.D. A number of virgals and Nag stones 

complete this tale. (for detailed information of the Varaha 

image see Chapter III). Also there is one Vishnu image. 

It is in low relief and its size is 2'-6" x 10" x 6". This 

image has been covered by nag hood. The image is in the fort. 
2) 

Dalimbe 

On the Poona~-Dhond road, two miles in the interior, 
Dalimbe is situated at a distance of twenty miles to the east 
of Poona. This village has been identified with Dadimagr&ma, 
mentioned in an inscription of the Rashtrakuta King Krsna I, 
Saka 690." 

On the slope of the hill, called as Dhavaleshvar, the 
village extends east-west. This village is to the south of 
the Mutha river and to the east of Kumarigr&ma, the donated 
village, which helps to accept its identification. 

The population of the village is 751. Mhaske is the 


surname of the patil, and others are Gaikwad, Zarande, Borkar 


17 Sten Konow, "Talegaon Cp. Pl.", op.cit. #« 


Bhorde and Kale. Among Mahars, Dhiwar, Kamble and Tupsoundarya. 
There are Shiva, Maruti, Bahiroba, Vir and Vitthal temples, 
but none of them is old. In the premises of Shiva temple, 


there are four Jaina images, and a sati-stone. 


o 
Dapodi 


Dapodi is five miles to the south-west of Poona, on the 
Bombay-Poona road. It is situated on the bank of the river 
Pavana. Near the village, there is the confluence of Mula 
and Pavana rivers. This village has been identified with 
Darpapidik&, mentioned in an inscription of the Rashtrakuta 
King Krsna I, Saka mo. This village is two miles west of 
Bopakhalugrama the donated village now identified with Bopkhel. 

The population of the village is 7500. This number is 
increasing at a rapid rate due to various military and other 
industrial centres being established there. Kate is the sur- 
name of the patil, among others are Kanase, Kindare, Bodhe, 
Shelke, Mote and Wadekar. The only backward class to exist 
in the village is the Mahar community and all the Mahars 
have the surname of Barathe. At present some people pronounce 
the name of the village as Dapuri, due to the influence of 
English language, as was used by military men who stayed 
nearby for the last hundred years. 

There are temples dedicated to Maruti, Vithoba and shiva, 
but none of them is old. Other monuments are some 7-8 big 


stones which were, it seems, are the remains of some old temple. 
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18 Apte, "Poona Cp. Pl.", op.cit. 


located where it originally was. The habitation has shifted 
southwards i.e. away from the river. This change seems to be 
due to the danger of floods. 

The population of the village is 1527. Mhaske is the 
surname of the patil and others are Dhapte, Devkar, and Kusu- 
made. Among Mahars Barathe. 

In the village there are Munjaba, Kunjai, Mari-aie, 
Satwai, Xanhoba and Maruti temples, which are all recent. 
There is a Shiva temple which is on the outskirts of the vil- 
lage. Other remains consist of hero-stones, and some pieces 
of decorated pillars of the Yadava order, which are lying 
near the Shiva temple. Hero-stones have three panels each, 


with a kalash top. 


Karesar 
In Junnar taluka, three miles north-west from Madh, 
there is a temple nearly in a ruined condition, belonging 
to llth idea 
O 
Karle 
The Karle cave temples lie within the limits of Vehergaon 
village. They are situated high up in a spur of the range 
of hills running along parallel to the railway line. They 


consist of a large Chaitya hall and several viharas. The 


2? Burgess J. and Cousens H., Kevised Lists of anti- 


uarian remains in the Bombay Presidency, Vol. VIII, 
pl? 


Rout, and Gharmalkar. Among Mahars - Pol, Naiknavare, Jadhav, 
Kuchekar, Bhosale and Gaikwad. 

Rama-mandir, Maruti, Vishnu, bhairavanath and Siddheshvar 
are the five temples, of which Siddheshvar temple is of great 
importance, the details of which are given in Chapter III. 

Other objects of antiquarian interest: 

Viragalas : (i) On the rubble in front of the temple. 
Height 4'; one face carved, four panels with kalash over it. 
(11) Opposite (i) square, all four sides carved, three panels, 
no kalasha. (iii) Hesting along a stone platform opposite the 
shrine as in (i) but fragmentary. (iv) fragmentary, as in (i). 
(v) Fragmentary, as in (i). 

cati stone : Resting on the stone platform, fragmentary, 
only one raised arm seen, with a kalash, worn out. 

Images : (i) esting against the stone platform. A male 
figure, with a Tejovalaya and riding astride some vahana. It 
is probably that of Vishnu on the back of Garuda. Very much 
worn out, but craftsmanship crude. Probably of a very late date. 

(ii) Lower vortion of an image. Headless, black trap, 
very graceful pose, not exactly tribhanga, but nearly so. Une 
female attendant. No other features discernible. 

(iii) A sun image described in Chapter III. 

Pedestals of stone pillars, square with three recesses and a 
triangie in tne centre on each side. Very similar to such 
pedestals seen at other Yadava temples are also seen. Other 
monuments in village, a fairly large mansion on the Peshwa 


style, and two temples of the same period. Hanuman and Rama. 
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resembling Jogai Amba rock temple, both in style and arrange- 
ments, only that the Nandi Pavilion in front is rounded instead 
of square. The measurements are 160 ft. by 100 ft.; the date 
of this temple is A.J.800-900 . Recently nteucthene’™ were 
found in the golf ground adjoining the Deccan College. 

To the east of Poona were two small villages Kasarli 
and Kumbharli which have been absorbed in the city. 

The two Shaikh-Sallas are two Musalman shrines or dargas 
on the river bank in Kasaba peth. They stand on the site 
of two Hindu temples of Narayaneshvar and Puneshvar and have 
been built of materials of the demolished shrines. Three 
doorway pillars, having a Ganapati on the lintel testify to 
this. On the right bank of the river Mutha, near the new 
bridge, there is a Yadava Ghat probably of the 12th century A.D. 

Other details as well known are not included here. 
O 
Pur 

It is to the south-east of Poona, at a distance of twenty 
two miles, on the slope of the fort Purandar. This has been 
identified with Hatampura, mentioned in an inscription of the 


5 
ai The king en- 


Badami Chalukya King Vijayaditya, Saka 640. 
camped at this village, from where he donated the village 


Nirgundi which was near Davilgraéma in Samagiri Visaya. Samagiri 


45 Indian Archaeolo a Review, 1955-56, p. 68. 
45a Dixit, "Gopagaon Cp. Pl.", op.cit. 
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Cent. B.C. and 180 A.D. respectively). In between these two, 
fall the ones at Kondané, Pitalkhora, Ajanta (No. 10), 

assigned to the second century B.C. and those at Bedsa, 

Ajanta (No. 9), Nasik, Karle and Junnar (Manmoda group) 

roughly falling in the first century B.C. The Chaitya halls 
were generally apsidal on plan, with a wide central nave 
flanked by aisles on both the sides; two rows of pillars divid- 
ing the entire area into these three parts. The object of 

the worship was a stupa on which a wooden umbrella was mounted. 
The facade of the Chaitya consisted of three separate en- 
trances, rectangular openings one to each of the three parts, 
the central one being larger than the rest of the two. The 
upper part was formed by a giant 'horse-shoe' arch. Often 
wooden grills and balconylike projections were attached to 
these and in many cases rich and powerful sculptures adorned 
the facades and the capitals of the pillars. The Viharas 

were hostels meant for the monks and are quite uniform in pat- 
tern. Several rooms were grouped around a large square hall 
that might have served as a lecture-room. The entire mode 

of the architecture was based on wooden prototypes. They were 
copies, even in minor details of timber Chaityas and Vihars 
that were common when the excavations in rock were first 
undertaken. And probably following the same traditions large- 
scale colour ornamentation and painting were used in the 


caves as well, although traces of these paintings have remained 


today at very few places. 
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From the end of the second century A.D. to the latter 
half of the fifth century there exists a great hiatus in the 
architectural activity of the Deccan. From this date on- 
wards for nearly six centuries excavations of Chaityas, Viharas 
and shrines were continuously going on, first under the 
Mahayana Buddhists and then under the Jainas and the Rrah- 
manical orders. These projects were confined mostly in the 
Ajanta-Aurangabad-Ellora region. 

The Buddhist excavations followed the same general pat- 
tern as the earlier ones. A large number (20) of the twenty- 
eight excavations at Ajanta belong to this period. The 
most pronounced point of difference was the introduction of 
the Buddha image in the rituals and also in the plastic and 
colour ornamentation of the caves. Whereas in the Hinayana 
faith the presence of the Buddha was indicated by the/ stupa 
or some relic, like the foot-stool, the throne, Seeds con- 
nected with the Lord, the Mahayana sect deified the Buddha 
and paved the way for the presentation of the Budcha in a 
human form. Secondly, these caves are no longer so” much 
akin to timber prototypes as the Hinayana monuments, they 
show impressions of skill in lithic construction on the part 
of the workers. The third and most famous feature of these 
excavations are the great paintings that cover their walls. 
These are not what might be technically called fresco paint- 
ings. But the results the artists have achieved have drawn 


world-wide praise, even to this day. These are the most 


203 


wonderful specimens of the vivid imagination and manipulative 
skill of the artist. 

Next in importance and contemporary with the Ajanta 
group are the Mahayana caves at Ellora. In all, twelve halls 
were cut, out of these numbers five and ten being Chaityas 
(number five technically called Mahanwada) and the rest being 
Viharas. All follow the same general lines as at Ajanta. The 
most remarkable development, as far as architectural aspect 
goes is the full elaboration of the fluted column with the 
'Purna-Kalash' motif of the capital. The caves at Ajanta and 
Ellora bear profuse sculptural ornamentation, wherein, need- 
less to say, the Buddha image figures quite prominently. 

The Aurangabad caves are situated in a precipitous scarp 
of a hill about a mile to the north of that city., In all 
there are twelve cuttings, which are divided inial ree groups, 
only one of these being a Chaitya and the rest Viharas of 
various sizes. 

A notable thing about the latter excavations at all the 
three places is that the Viharas no longer remained pure and 
simple dormitories. The image of the Lord was introduced 
everywhere - in some cases in each cell even. In the tradi- 
tional square ‘lecture-hall' the image attained great promi- 
nence until at last in cave number seven at Aurangabad it 
claims a separate cell for itself in the midst of the hall 
with a passage for circumbulation all around, thus presaging 
the development of the Brahmanical caves at Sllora and 


Elephanta. 
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Numerous hills in the entire Sahyadri range contain 
excavations in them. They have been noted in the account of 
the various places given in the previous chapter. More numer- 
ous of these are to be found at places like Karad, Junnar, 
Nasik, which are important political or commercial centres 
from ancient times, especially during the Satavahana period 
and upto hearly five hundred A.D. It is quite well known that 
during the Rashtrakuta times more attention was provided to- 
wards cutting caves and as such a large number of Brahmanical 
and Jaina (a sect that some of the rulers professed) excava- 
tions are in existence from that period. The most famous of 
these is the Kailas temple at Ellora. It is a revolutionary 
idea as far as rock-cut architecture goes. Instead of cutting 
something inside a rock a huge temple is cut out of a hill. 
It is sculpture on a stupendous scale. The main feature that 
is noteworthy here is, that the temple was modelled after the 
Chalukyan temples. For the previous centuries, the main source 
of inspiration in the religious and artistic fields was 
Buddhism that emanated from northern India. For the first 
time in the cultural history of the region a clear instance 
of southern (south Indian) contact or influence is to be 
found. As the minor antiquities like the Vir-galas, Gaja- 
Lakshmi stones, etc. go to show during the next five or six 
hundred years this contact was not only continued, but grew 
immensely. Another factor is that this impetus was mainly 


due to the revival of the Brahmanical and Jaina sects. 


Views of the brick. temple at PARINCHE 


Views of the apsidal temple at HARANI 
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plain but externally, a number of offsets and mouldings, of 
which the inverted lotus and roll mouldings are the more 
prominent, decorate it. When surveyed in March 1957 not more 
than three and a half feet of the walls were standing. In 
front of the square shrine the walls extend eastwards, but 
after a foot or so they are totally ruined and as such the 
plan of the antarala or mandapa, whatever it might have been, 
cannot be traced. Slightly overburnt bricks of extremely 
smooth and compact texture are used for construction. The 
surface of some bricks is slightly porus, and the normal size 
is 17" by 9" by 3". ‘The bricks are moulded to fit in the 
various offsets and mouldings of the wall and the sharp angles 
show a remarkable precision in their workmanship. The joints 
are extremely fine, not more than two mm. The walls were 
plastered with thin mortar plaster, large patches of which 
have now fallen off. There is a yellowish tint on the plaster 
but whether it is the result of painting or are stains due to 
exposure cannot be said. A remarkable feature, apart from 
the inverted lotus mouldings is the highly conventionalised 
Chaitya motif; not unlike the ones at Ter. 

Three miles to the north-east, as the crow flies, from 
Parinche is another small villagé named Harani. In the midst 
of the present habitation 1s a raised mound quite near a 
streamlet. On this mound once stood an apsidal temple in 
brick. ‘The dimensions of the shrine are by no means small, 
being thirty four feet east-west and fifteen feet north-south. 


On the western side is a square mandapa twelve and a half by 
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twelve and a half feet. The shrine forms the eastern side of 
the structure and faces west. The whole stands on a rectangular 
platform. Only some six courses of the brick wall stand on 

the mandapa side and not more than two or three courses on the 
side of the apse. The bricks are of the same general descrip-~ 
tion as those of Parinche and measure 17" into 9" into 3". 

The bricks are moulded to suit the wall offsets and mouldings, 
in which the inverted lotus motif dominates. The joints are 

a bit wider here, being nearly one mm. wide. The extant 
portion is just the plinth and notaing above it and hence there 
is no way of knowing whether there were any pilasters, etc. 
around ths walls as at Ter. 

Both these structures should be, taking into considera- 
tion their stylistic similarity with the Ter monument, assigned 
to the seventh, or latest, eighth century A.D. 

The next structure of interest is a partially ruined 
temple at a small village by name of Kalas 12 miles to the 
west of cangamner on the Sangamner-Akola road in the Ahmednagar 
district. ‘This was formerly buried deep in the silt deposited 
by the Pravara on whose banks it stands, but has been unearthed 
during the last five years. 

This temple although rather small in size is quite 
important in many ways. It has a triple shrine, or, what is 
today known as the Bilva-Patra plan, the main shrine stands 
on the west and on its north-eastern and south-eastern corners 


small shrines serving a distinct garbhagrahas, but with a 
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the garbhagraha is square with a number of offsets on ex- 
ternal walls. Internally the garbhagraha measures six and 
half feet by six and a half feet. The offsets have not yet 
assumed the shape of pilasters as in the developed Chalukyan 
or Yadava styles. Nearly two-fifths of the height of the walls 
upto the cornice is formed by quite bold mouldings of the 
kani, cushion, roll and inverted lotus varieties. The con- 
ventionalised Chaitya motif is present along with the in- 
verted lotus moulding, and although two slightly projecting 
flat bands and in between them two deep cut kani mouldings 
relieve the wall surface the absence of any scuiptured de- 
coration on the entire wall face ie a very noteworthy feature. 
Turning from the exterior to the interior, the doorframe of 
the shrine fits in the same general description as the one 

at Kalas. However, this is a more ornate specimen with 
gracefully cut dwarapalas at the foot of the frames, three on 
either side. And the most revealing features is the exquisitely 
carved Gaja Lakshmi sculpture on the central block of the 
lintel. This seams to be a monument which is not far re- 
moved stylistically from the one at Kalas but in view of the 
greater attention paid to ornamentation in the form of the 
sculptured doorframe, the larger number of offsets and mould- 
ings, it is vrobably later in date than the one at Kalas. 

The existence of such definitive objects like the Gaja-Lakshmi 
lintel and the highly ornate dwarapalas on the doorframe 

aleo indicate a later date. 


In both the examples at Kalas and at Koravalli the 
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probability of individual artists experimenting with the 
artistic features from various styles at a date when both the 
Yadava and Chalukyan styles had fully matured, and also the 
needs and monetary position of the patron should not be ruled 
out. At the same time even as stages in the evolution of 
artistic ideas these monuments are extremely significant. 

At some dozen places the author has noted shrines, in a 
more or less ruined state, which from the nature of their con- 
struction etc. should be assigned to the late thirteenth or 
the early fourteenth centuries. These consist of square 
shrines with or without a small mandapa or portico in their 
front. They are built of huge blocks of stones in dry masonry 
and their shikharas are no longer standing. Similarly, the 
outer shell of the walls which might have been built of dressed 
stone is lost. The only parts which have any decoration on 
them are the doorframes or _ pilasters or pillars. The 
characteristic doorframe consists of some three or four recesses, 
with or without human figures as dwarapalas on them. As far as 
the pillars go it is their bracket capitals that are reveal- 
ing. They bear the well known naga-hood on most of them. These 
monuments have been noted in the village account and plate 
number X\\ illustrates some of them. 

The structural temples which are found in the entire region 
beginning with the famous shrine at Ambarnath and grouped to- 


gether by Cousens in his Medieaval Temples of the Dakhan have 
been fully studied and discussed, by that author himself and 
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Hero stones, vir-kalas or vir-galas as they are popularly 
known, are stones erected in memory of a person who has laid 
down his life on the battlefield or whose memory is to be 
cherished on account of some noble deed of his. These stones, 
a detailed deca bion of which is given ,below, are found 
mainly in the Karnatak region and the area immediately sur- 
rounding ee The name vir-kala is itself a Kannad word. The 
date of these stones is given as the ninth and tenth centuries 
A.D. However, only a few of them have any inscriptions on 
them and hence their dating is a difficult problem. In the 
districts surveyed for this thesis nintyfour villages have 
vir-kalas. Sholapur district has more of these stones than 
any wie” This is natural as it is an area lying closest 
to the Kannad region and also has a considerable population 
emanating from that region. At one village Upalai in that 
district there are 4s many as twenty-six hero stones. None 
of these bears any inscription, thereby making dating impossible. 
However, their resemblance to Karnatak specimens is close and 
hence they can be assigned to the same period or slightly later. 

Several parallels have been suggested in the discussion 
on the hero stones. The nearest is the tradition of narrative 


sculpture on the pillars of the railings around the Buddhist 


9 The occurance of hero-stones is not limited to the 
Kanarese region, but, of the type occuring in the 
Dececan;only that region contains a large number. 
Also see Ancient India No. 9, pl. CX.1 and 2. 


10 One fourth of the total hero stones noted are from 
Sholapur district. 30/120. 
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stupas. But there is no link that would connect the two. 
Some Mesopotamian steles have also been mentioned in this 
context and there is in some respects a strong resemblence 
between these steles on the one hand and the vir-galas on 

the other. However, the geographical and chronological gap 
is enormous and evidence available at present does not bridge 
it. Hence one must remain satisfied with pointing out the 
affinity of the Deccan stone with Karnatak 'kalas’. 

In order to glean some information regarding these 'kalas' 
the author carried out some inquiries in the villages where 
they were found. The questions asked were : 

(1) Does anybody know the meaning and purpose of the 

hero-stones? 

(2) Is any of these stones erected in the memory of 

the elders? 

(3) Is there any particular family or caste for whose 

departed such stones were erected? 

(4) Are there any stone-cutters or any families of 

stone-cutters who have carved these stones in 
the recent past? 

The replies received were at first non-committal in the 
best village traditions. However, after persistent attempts 
it came about that the answers to all of them except the first 
one were in the negative. About the first question, people 
knew only the virs or Maratha-period stones but did not know 


anything about the vir-kalas proper. These answers, although 
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they failed to throw any positive light on the stones, made 
one thing clear, that the hero stones, the necessity for their 
erection and the people for whom they were cut, have been 
swept off from the memory of the village traditions. This 

is no doubt a clear indication of the antiquity of the stones 
and their alien origin as suggested earlier - i.e. their 
Kannad wigin. 

The hero stone is either a square pillar or a rectangular 
slab. The dimensions of the former are 3' x 1’ x 1' or slightly 
less, that of the later very greatly, between 3' x 1! x 6" 
and 5' x 1'.6" x 9", Karnatak vir-galas are often larger. 

If the stone is a square pillar, all the faces are carved 

and in almost all cases the same pictures are depicted on 

all the four faces. In the case of the rectangular slabs 

only one face is carved. The carvings consist of a number 

of rectangular panels, usually three, that depict the ascent 

to heavens. The lowest panel contains a picture of the actual 
action in which the person is dead, usually it is a battle 
scene. It is a common practice to represent the hero fight- 

ing single~handed with a number of enemies or a mounted soldier. 
If it is a naval battle, ships are carved in this panel as 

seen from vir-kalas from Borivali in the Thana distriet.** 
In the second panel the hero is seen on his way to eternal 


peace, escorted by apsaras on either side. The topmost panel’ 


ll Cousens, op.cit., pl. CLIII. 
12 Cousens, Mediaeval Temples of the Dakhan, Pl. XV. 
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shows the hero worshipping the Shiva-linga, presumably on the 
Kailas. On one stone found at Herle (Kolhapur) instead of 

a Shiva-linga, a standing figure of a Jaina tirthankar occurs. 
At Hatkanangle (Kolhapur) the place of the Shiva-linga is 

taken by a goddess. Both these are isolated instances. he- 
presentations of the sun and the crescent moon occur on several 
stones. If the number of panels is more the incidents in 
which the person achieved martyrdom are elaborated. 

As regards the identity of the characters or the hero, 
nothing can be said. The sculptures are very small and no 
attempt whatever is made at portraiture. It is only the 
human form that is cut in a recognisable form. 

The hero stones are individual independant objects and 
the sculptors have adopted certain methods of giving them 
the look of a finished object. The most popular device is 
the treatment of the top of the stone. It is either conical 
or a sort of shikhar is carved on it. In the case of the flat 
stones, triangular pinnacles or kalashs or shikhar outlines 
indicate the uppermost portion. In some instances the top 
is made triangular. These finials are common in all the 
periods and do not help with the chronology of the hero-stones. 

About the technical or artistic aspect it can be said 
that within the limits imposed by space and purpose the carv- 
ings are well-executed. Although the figures are often 
squat and have more girth than height, and some distortations 
have taken place due to the need for compressing a number of 


figures in a compact space, the human figure is carved in a 
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is found on the lintel. This custom is common even today, 

and the lintel is commonly known as Ganesh-patti. A large 
number of Ganesh shrines came into existence during the 
Maratha period but very few temples of the medieval period 
seem to be dedicated to this deity. Of the various loose 
images a group at Bhandar-Kavathe (Sholapur)is very interest- 
ing. The image is a seated one, the belly is extremely large, 
the left leg is folded under the body, the lower right hand 
is in the Abhaya-mudra, upper right hand holds a parashu, 

in the upper left hand is an amkusha, and the lower left hand 
holds a bowl full of 'Modakas'. Around the belly is an udar- 
bandha of a cobra. The other ornaments are bracelets and 
anklets around the wrists and the legs. The trunk of the god 
turns to the left with a sharp right angle and in the trunk 
is shown a modaka. Of all the parts the face of the god is 
quite remarkable. All the features have been accentuated to 
a degree where the eyes, the tusks, the trunk instead of being 
parts of a single whole seem to be pasted together. Photo 

No. 1 plate xv. will give an idea of this distortion. 
The larger image is flanked by two others that fit in the 
same general description. At Koravalli in the same district 
(Photo No. 2. ) a very similar image, but in an eroded state 
was found lying on the outskirts of the village. These 
images are quite distinct from the ones that came into vogue 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and hence 


although nothing could be said specifically about their dates 
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pilasters and a slightly pointed arch made up of typical 'S! 
shaped components. This kind of an arch is visible in its 

most ornate form on the image at Mardi (Photo No. 2 ) 

and although that part of the image at Koravalli is now slightly 
hidden by the mud-coat given to the wall in which it is placed, 
enough is still visible to show that here the same pattern 

was employed. On the right-hand bottom side is a seated 

image of Garud and on the left hand bottom side is a standing 
attendant, with a flail in his hand. 

A very similar image, but, showing a slightly different 
anatomical proportion is seen at Mardi. While the image at 
Koravalli is short and stocky, the image at Mardi is taller 
and is more gracefully proportioned. In the case of this image 
all the four arms are broken off but the lower left hand por- 
tion of the slab shows a slightly projecting stud, where the 
gada might have rested. It might therefore, be suggested that 
this also is a Keshav image. On either side are small female 
attendants, probably representing Shri and Lakshmi. Imme- 
diately near the right foot is a seated image of Garuda. 

Another image of interest comes from Alte near Kolhapur 
(Pl. x1x Photo No. 2 ). It is standing in an isolated spot 
without any shelter or cover. The total height of the slab 
on which the image is carved is four and a half feet. the 
ayudhas are : 

Lower right - Padma 
Upper right - Shankha 
Lower left - Gada 


Upper left - Chakra 
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various types of yantras worshipped by the Jainas. This pheno- 
menon seems to have occurred somewhere in the late medieval 
period. The present specimen is a 'padma-yantra' or lotus motif. 

Gauri : (Photo No.4  ) This is a seated female figure 
with four arms. It is an achal type of image in the sthanak 
position and the various features are weathered out greatly. 
But the ayudhas could be identified as follows : 

Lower right hand akshamala 

Upper right hand amkusha 

Upper left hand Pasha 

Lower left hand indistinct 
There is a halo behind the head and a kirit mukuta rests on 


the head. The vahana is weathered beyond recognition. 


Maheshvari (Kadhre) (Photo No. 5  ) 

The image is in the savya lalitasana with four arms. The 
upper two are broken off, but the remnant gives an indication 
that there might have been a lotus in the upper left hand. 

The lower right holds an akshamala while the lower left holds 

a book or pothi. The goddess is wearing a mukuta of the Karanda 
variety, and around her neck is an ekavali, a garland. Below 
the left leg is visible a figure of nandi while a gana is 

seated where the right foot rests. Its iconographical elements 


are similar to Maheshvari images of the Sapta-matrika group. 


Chanmunda |Karkamb{ (Photo No. 6 ) 


The standing figure of the goddess has a corpse below 
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-nection, that as an identification mark, the naga kings 
are ast ama represented with a cobra-hood above their 
nésals In Vedic and Brahmanical as well as Jaina religions 
lore the nagas play a very important part. In works like 
the Mahabharat, the nagas as a tribe are mentioned apart 
from naga the demi-gods. To cite certain associations of 
the naga with religious concepts or iconographic details 
the following facts may be mentioned. The association of 
Shesha or Ananta with Vishnu is too well known to be re- 
peated here. So also naga, as the one, who holds upon his 
hood the Earth, is a very ancient cosmographic concept in 
Hindu philosophy. The naga hood is closely related to Shiva 
worship and amongst the Jaina images it is an inevitable 
attribute of some of the images. 

A type of Naga sculptures which is of immediate interest 
in the context of the finds in this area is that of the naga- 
stones described in the following paragraphs. These stones 
mostly bear the representation of the nagas in an animal 
form. As the following paragraphs and illustrations would 
show this category has several types. Their interpretation 
follows the descriptions. It might, however, be pointed out 
at this stage, that similar steles occur all over the Indian 
continent more especially Southern India. Steles in the 


Karnatak region bear a close similarity to those from the area 


18 Fergusson J. "History of Indian and Bastern architec- 
ture", Vol. I, p. 108. 
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19 
under survey. A student is greatly handicapped by the 


fact that none of the naga stones, in the area, bear any in- 
scriptions, if style is allowed to have its say, they would 
be assigned to the same period as the Karnatak stones, which 
are approximately dated the nineth to twelfth centuries. 

Most of these stones have only one naga carved on them. 
We get almost all varieties that the artists skill and ima- 
gination could create. Starting with a bear straight line 
with a circular head to indicate a naga (Fig. 1, pl.xx!v ) 
one comes to the most complicated patterns that have no small 
resemblance to the 'Yantras' (Fig. 5, pl.Xx!vV j. The most 
common mode of depicting a naga, however, happens to be that 
illustrated by figure 2, pl. x xiv Here the figure is in 
high relief, the hood is realistic - sometimes with five heads 
- and the body has assumed a wavy shape. In other cases, 
the naga has coiled itself either in a single coil or a nun- 
ber of them resembling the English numeral 8 laid horizontally 
(see figures 3 and 4, pl. xx\v ). A stone at Pulunja 
(Fig. 6, pl.xxvi  ) shows two nagas entwined in an embrace. 
Similar figures are seen on several medieval temples, the 
only difference is that in the temple sculptures the upper 


half shows a human body of the two one is a man, the other 


19 Cousens H., Chalukyan architecture, pls. CiLlI and 


CLV, and Murray Aynsley H.G.M., Discussive Contri- 
butions towards the comparative study of Asiatic 
symbolism, part VII, I.A. Vol. XV, pls. XV and XVI. 


XXIV 


248 


a wma It can be inferred from this that the stone at 
Pulunja depicts a similar situation, between a male and a 
female naga. Of interest is the stele at Wai (Fig. 7, pl.xxv)) 
which shows a naga with five hoods in the centre and on either 
side, small single hooded cobras; small human figures with 
flails in their hands are shown in the corners, evidently 

as attendants of the naga Trio. This representation can also 
be taken to be of a naga and his consorts. 

Villages like Korawali (Fig. 8, pl.xxv\ ) Bhilavadi, 
Patan have images of half human-half cobra figures. The 
lower half of the body is that of a cobra, from the waist 
upwards is a human form and the naga hood is carved over the 
head of this figure. A unique sculpture is to be found at 
Mardi in Sholapur district, a large slab (Fig. 9, pl.xXxVv! ) 
presents a complex of various nagas woven around a tree. 
Below the tree is a small domical object resembling a stupa. 
However, the stone is greatly weathered and it cannot be 
said with any amount of certainty what it, in fact, is re- 
presentation of the Buddhist stupa and tree motive. Vogl 
has discussed the 'Tree and Serpent' worship in great detail 
in his tretise on that subject and his arguments etc. need 
not be repeated here. However, the recent discovery of a 
‘serpent at the bottom of a tree’ painting on a potshred 
from Lothal, - famous Harappan site is not without its 


significance. 


20 Zimmer H., Art of India Asia, Vol. II, Pls. 276,368. 


21 Indian Archasology - A Review, 1957-58, p. 13; 
pl. xVI, B. 
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such always finds a place immediately in front of the linga. 
In the older Yadava shrines, if there were two mandaps, 
inner and outer, the nandi was usually placed in the outer 
one. Or else a small detached portico was built for the 
image. It is notable that no human and half-human half- 
animal images like Nandikeshvar images of South India were 
current in this region. Here Nandi is represented in its 
animal form, pure and simple. There is a certain amount of 
uniformity in these sculptures. Most have short horns and 
big humps. The animal is seated and one of the forelegs is 
folded under its body the other ina slightly raised pose 
rests in front. Various ornaments consisting of chains and 
bells adorn the body. In some cases the images are carved 
with great skill. (Pl. x *xX Photo No. 1 )-« 

In itself the nandi is not a very notabls feature, it 
is too commonplace and in ordinary course would invite 
little or no attention. However, a peculiar circuistance 
was noted regarding it in several villages that the author 
has visited. Before some Shiva temples or on certain ‘pars! 
(stone platforms erected round the trunks of big trees) were 
found clusters of small nandi images (Photo No. 2 ba 28 
is a common practice everywhere that if a temple collapses 
or is otherwise ruined the images it contained are removed 
and housed in other shrines. Thus several temples had two 
or three nandi images. There was nothing unusual about 


this. But on a hill from which the foot-track joining the 
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Table VI The SAME surname found common to several communities in the SAME PLACE 
District Place- Surname 

name 

Maratha Mahar Mang Chambhar Bhil Koli Dhan- Linga- Jain Vadar 
agar yat 

Ahmadnagar Kokangaon Pawar 
Jalgaon Gudhe Bor se 

Mankhede Sonawane 

" Jadhav 

Pohree Sonawane 

Verkhedi " 

Wakadi Suryavamshi / / 

Sonawane 

Adgaon Ahire 
Kolhapur Bhadole Mane / 

Kabnur Chavan 

Mangaon Chavan / 

Herle Chougule / / 

Chokak Mane / 

* Shinde / 


Continued on next page. 


Table 


: continued. 


pm en RS 5 a SPR SE i a PNR SS SE 5 NCR TITER SO 


District Place- Surname Castes 
name 
Mahar Mang Cham- Bhil Koli Dhan- Linga- Jain Vadar 
bhar gar yat 
Mudshige Chougule / 
7” Shinde 
Rukadi Kamble 
" Lokhande 
Hatkanan- Chougule / f 
gale 
Bhendavade Bhise / 
Nasik Lakhalgaon Jadhav f 
Pandane Gangurde / 
Sinde Jadhav 
" Pawar - 
Poona Dapodi Kate 
Sangali Bagavade Shinde / <a 
Hatnur Pawar ee 
Kamble 


Continued on next page. 
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Inscriptional name Modern 


Nasik 
Cinculi-grama 
Mahuya 
Vatamukha 


Varikheda 


Poona 
Bhesurigrama 
Dadimagzrama 
Darppapudika 
Davilagrama 
Harinayiga 
Nirgundi 
Pargnéike 
Sindigrama 
Tadavale 
Araluva 


Sangli 


Govaru 
Manjaravataka 


vatara 
Kalli 


Sholapur 
Iththe 


Anglicised 
Names (Gazet- 


teers, Htevised 


Lists, etc.) 


Chincholi 
Mohu 
Odhe-Odhem 
Shinde 
Varkhede 


Bhavarapur 
Bhosari 
Dalimbe 
Dapodi 
Divale 
Harni 
Nigade 
Parinche 
Sindoneh 
Tarade 
Urali 


Akalkhop 
Gaurgaon 
Manjarde 


Kale 


Ite 


Pronunciation of the place-names 


by various social groups 


Advanced 


Chincholij 
Mohu 
Odhe 
Shinde 
Varkhede 


Bhavarapur 
Bhosari 
Dalimbe 
Dapodi 
Divale 
Harni 
Nigade 
Parinche 
Sindone 
Tarade 
Urali 


Akkalkhop 
Gaurgaon 
Manjarde 


Kale 


Ite 


Backward 


Intermediate 

Shinchuli Chinchavli 

Mahu Mahvu 

Vadhe Vada 

Shinda Sinda 

Verkneda Varkhedi 

bhavarapur Bhavapur 

bhosari Bhavsari 

Dalimiba Dalimba 

Dapodi Dapudi 

Divala Divela 

Harni Harn 

Nigada Nigada 

Parincha Parincha 

Sindavane Sindavane 

Tarade Tarada 

Urali Urali 

Akalkhop Akalkhavap 

Gaurgaon Goregaon 

Manjarda Man jard 

Kale Kale As 
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